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NOTES AND NEWS 



Interest in folk-dances appears to be spreading. The 
Teachers Magazine for February contains the first of a series of 
articles descriptive of these dances. Some of them are used in 
the New York schools, and in many other schools in various 
parts of the country. 

Albert E. Roberts comments with favor in the London Jour- 
nal of Education on the "American habit" of sometimes allow- 
ing pupils to correct each other's compositions under the teacher's 
general direction. He finds that it cultivates an active attitude 
on the part of the pupil, and a greater attention to the correc- 
tions made. 

The group system of class teaching is reported as successful 
in Rochester. It allows the child more latitude, provides 
for individual promotion, and reaches the child more directly. 
According to Superintendent Carroll in the Atlantic Educational 
Journal, it is gaining ground in New York state, while in New 
England it is almost universal. 

The Educational Review for January contains an account of 
legal regulation of minimum salaries for teachers, both in this 
country and abroad. It finds this regulation existing in those 
countries most advanced in education. Some of our states have 
laws on this subject, and in a dozen more there is a prospect of 
such regulation in the near future. 

Mr. William Kent, of Chicago, has recently deeded to the 
United States 295 acres of the primeval redwood forest on the 
southern slope of Mount Tamalpais. This territory is about six 
miles from San Francisco. This most commendable gift saves 
to the world one more portion of one of the greatest of all dis- 
plays of natural-history phenomena. 

The last stronghold of child labor in New York, the tene- 
ment home, has been invaded in an investigation by the Depart- 
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ment of Labor. "Many children of school age and even under 
have been found in them at work in regular employment," says 
Charities. "Some measures should be adopted to correct this 
weakest spot in the New York child-labor law." 

The North Carolina Journal of Education contains an 
account of the systematic campaign of the last four years for 
the improvement of education in that state. "The school fund 
has been nearly doubled, the number of local tax districts has 
been increased from 30 to about 600 and modern schoolhouses 
have been erected at an average rate of one a day." 

In Sweden the women teachers in primary schools, which are 
conducted by the state, are far better paid than those in second- 
ary schools, which are only subsidized by the state. Such is 
Mr. J. S. Thornton's statement in a special report made to the 
English Board of Education. This situation, together with 
other conflicts between "public and private effort," leads to 
certain rather difficult problems. 

The fourth annual report of the education department of 
New York state, transmitted to the legislature late in January, 
shows an expenditure of nearly fifty millions of dollars for 
common schools. The average cost per pupil, based on attend- 
ance, was not quite fifty dollars. This shows an increase in 
expense of about 2 per cent. Of the teachers in the elementary 
schools, about one-twelfth are men, as shown by the report. 

Bulletin 195 of the office of Experiment Station of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture treats of "Simple Exercises Illus- 
trating Some Applications of Chemistry to Agriculture." Di- 
rections are given for the performance of twenty-eight simple 
and practical experiments. These relate to the materials and 
processes of making plant foods, to plant products, and to soils. 
The experiments are sufficiently simple for use in upper-grade 
natural-history classes. 

Railways may be compelled by the state to carry children to 
and from school at half-price, is the decree of the Supreme 
Court, as reported by the Outlook. The case arose in Attle- 
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borough where the street-railway company declared that this 
meant a loss to them. This the higher courts denied. But their 
decision was based chiefly on the fact that the discrimination was 
not an arbitrary one, but in pursuance of the long-established 
policy to encourage education. 

In his annual report to the New York Board of Education 
Superintendent Maxwell declares his dissatisfaction with the 
working of the present compulsory-education law. He suggests 
the extension of the age limit to sixteen, and would give the 
board power to compel parents to provide for the physical and 
medical needs of their children in such a way that they shall be 
fit to attend school. He does not seem to suggest any adequate 
way of bringing about such a compulsion. 

Articles that appear in recent numbers of the Indiana and 
Illinois State Board of Health bulletins suggest that teachers in 
hygiene could find a source of much interesting and valuable 
information by securing these bulletins. The December Illinois 
bulletin gives a number of valuable articles on avoidance, pre- 
vention, and cure of tuberculosis, as well as descriptions of the 
open-air cure as it is now being administered in Illinois. A 
large amount of data which every teacher should know is 
presented. 

An amusing account of an innovation in nature-study is 
given in the Atlantic Educational Journal for January. A 
third-grade teacher in Baltimore has inaugurated a "pets' visit- 
ing day," upon which children may bring their pet animals to 
the school. She contrives to endure this da once a week. 
Pigeons, chickens, white rats, kittens, dogs, rabbits, a parrot, and 
a carrier pigeon have figured among the attractions. The only 
exception so far made was in the case of a pet goat with a 
dangerous reputation. 

Geology for the grades would be an appropriate subtitle for 
Mr. Paul's article in the January number of the Utah Educa- 
tional Review. He gives an outline of work beginning with the 
first grade, and especially adapted to the children of Utah who 
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would naturally be supposed to be interested in mines and metals. 
Beginning with play and work in sand, clay, and pebbles, he 
brings the children, by the time they have finished the grades, 
to chemical studies of limestone and other minerals, and to the 
consideration of crystallization and kindred facts. 

The Bureau of Education of the United States has recently 
published a bulletin upon the subject of Agricultural Education, 
Including Nature-Study and School Gardens, by James Ralph 
Jewell. To the first section of the bulletin on nature-study four- 
teen pages are given, twenty-four pages are given to school gar- 
dens, and eighty-one pages to elementary agricultural education. 
A brief and somewhat incomplete historical statement is made of 
each of the three topics. A good bibliography is presented along 
with the discussion. The bulletin will be found highly valuable 
to those interested in natural-history education. 

The joint report of the meeting held by the Eastern Art 
Teachers' Association, the Eastern Manual Training Associa- 
tion, and the Western Drawing and Manual Training Associa- 
tion in Cleveland, Ohio, May 8 to n, 1907, has just been issued. 
It is especially valuable as a representative of the current 
thought on art and manual training. 

"Manual Training at Hampton Institute and Its Relation 
to the Trades," a paper by John H. Jinks appearing in Manual 
Training Magazine for February, 1908, pp. 200-11; "The 
Manual Arts as School Subjects," by Harriet Cecil Magee in 
The Educational Bi-Monthly for February, pp. 256-61 ; and 
"Ethical and Esthetic Bearings of Handwork," by W. N. Hail- 
man, ibid., pp. 262-70, are recent contributions which are recom- 
mended to those interested in the subject. 



